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Kelly Hickey has been an Assistant Arts Officer with the Dublin City Arts Office since 2018. Kelly works with professional and grassroots arts organisations on strategy development and is community arts liaison. She has a PhD in contemporary Irish Theatre and Culture from Edge Hill University, UK. Her thesis titled Northside Realism: Critique or Illusion? explores the development and topography of Dublin city and aligns this with an interrogation of theatre that belongs to a school of Northside Realism. Previously a lecturer in Applied Drama and Performance at various universities across the North West of England, her career has focused on the arts and performance for the development of communities and targeted demographics. She has delivered at conferences internationally including as keynote speaker as part of the Identity Matters series in Uppsala University in Sweden. Prior to her academic career, she toured internationally with the axis Arts and Community Resource Centre in Ballymun playing lead roles in two world premieres of plays by critically acclaimed playwright Dermot Bolger. Being exposed to the arts fundamentally expanded her horizons and she is keen to build a career paying this privilege forward.
